
 
Notes from the Botley Traffic Advisory Group (BTAG) 
6 December 2023 (action points in yellow) 
 
Attendees: Ag MacKeith (Chair – Botley and North Hinksey Parish Council (BNHPC) 
Gemma Luckhurst, Pete Lucie and Beverly Spellman – National Highways, Chris Hulme – Thames 
Valley Police, Shaun Ritchie – Oxford Bus Company, David Paull – Kier/Network Rail, Sharon 
Dorrington and Susan Day – SGN, Jon Wickens – Thames Water, Linda Goodhead – South Hinksey 
Parish Council,  David Wyatt – Harcourt Hill Residents Association, Gordon Stokes – Cumnor, Lorna 
Berrett, Chris Church and Emma Gordon – BNHPC.  Apols from Emily Smith  and Debby Hallett (Vale 
of White Horse District Council), Alison Jenner (Cumnor Parish Council) and Judy Roberts (Oxon 
County Council). 

 
1. Introductions 
2. Progress report: Network Rail project Oxford Station and Bridge  

David Paull (DP) of Keir: Piling works are now complete and they have moved on to deal with 
the cables under the middle of the road. Works on the sewer that also runs under the road are 
scheduled for Jan/Feb 24. All this is leading up to the bridge replacement at the end of July, at 
which point even pedestrian access via the tunnel will be halted for 4 days. Alternative 
arrangements will be made for pedestrians to cross the lines. He confirmed that October 2024 
was the final deadline for completion.  

 
A rough timetable was requested. DP confirmed that he is currently working on an overall 
plan, but there are some timelines that are outside of Keir’s control and many stakeholders to 
consider. He confirmed that Keir have committed that “at no point will we cut off pedestrian 
access” and that a plan for the four days of tunnel closure would be made to honour that 
commitment.   

 
3. Status Report: Thames Water, pipe repair at Osney Bridge  

Jon Wickens (JW) of Thames Water explained the three-phase plan for the works. Phase 1 will 
be in Feb/March 24 when the pipe will be moved to a temporary scaffolding bridge over the 
Thames so investigative work can be done on the bridge itself. Phase 2 will span March to 
November 24 for investigations and detailed designs for the pipe, and the footway  will be 
improved. Phase 3, replacing the pipe and demolishing the footbridge will be done over the 
winter of 23/24. Work will be completed by March-May 2025. 

 
Questions were raised about the plans for car, cycle and pedestrian traffic. Why could phase 3  
not be brought forward to be done over the summer? JW explained that the northern footway 
would be closed off and the southern one widened to accommodate all pedestrian traffic and 
that a lane closure on the north side would be in place for the duration of the works. They 
intend to sync the traffic measures with the existing overall system. JW explained that the 
north side of the bridge needs to be strengthened. He agreed that it would have been ideal for 
them to have completed the works over the summer, but that the Environment Agency had 
refused permission for the river to be closed between April and September. 
Shaun Ritchie (SR) of the Oxford Bus Company was “very disappointed” to hear this timeline 
as it was all new to him. It was established that Thames Water’s contact at Oxon County 
Council was with Keith Stenning and SR would be following up with him. SR also mentioned 
the embargo on lane closures during all Decembers, which TW seemed unaware of. 

 
4. Status report: Botley Road Buses  

Shaun Ritchie reported that it was “business as usual” at the Oxford Bus Company. He 
responded to a question raised about stop on request buses and said that he had looked at 



 
this in the past but found little need. But if it is an issue being raised then he would look at it 
again.  

 
Cllr Church raised BNHPC’s request for a temporary bus shelter to be installed for passengers 
at the temporary bus stop beside Osney. He suggested that even a temporary scaffolding 
shelter would be better than nothing. DP of Keir was adamant that constraints around health 
and safety requirements for street furniture made it very difficult for Keir or OCC to deliver 
this and that because of the Thames Water works it would only be viable till February anyhow. 
BNHPC were adamant that February was better than nothing. They wanted to see some 
movement on this issue. John Wickens confirmed that Thames Water would confer about bus 
stops and shelters.  

 
5. Progress report: National Highways project at the Botley Interchange  

Gemma Luckhurst and Peter Lucie of National Highways (NH) updated on the works occurring. 
They have been upgrading all the crash barriers, replacing road signs and replacing 4x 
parapets. They are currently in Phase 2 of 2. The outer ring works have been completed one 
month ahead of schedule. They are now working on the inner ring. They expect works to be 
completed by end Feb 24. They explained their traffic measures and mentioned that none of 
the data had suggested that the disruption would be as bad as it has been. They have now 
added mitigating measures such as box junctions and camera traps.  

 
Questions were raised about their traffic clearance plans for the roundabout, why there were 
not currently any dayworks and whether the closed section of Wytham Road could be opened 
for more of the time. NH explained that they monitor the traffic 24/7 and confirmed they 
activate clearance when needed, but blamed driver behaviour for some of the tailbacks. They 
are also removing some cones so that the cars on the entrance slips can queue in both lanes. 
They explained that the day and night works would recommence in a week’s time once the 
Fast Beam works, which cannot be conducted over a live carriage way, were complete.  

 
 
6. Status report: Gas Works 

Susanne Day and Sharon Dorrington of SGN confirmed that there are no major works planned 
on gas pipes along the A34 currently. However, there is a weekend needed to finish up a 
temporary concreting job done earlier on a slip road of the A34 (Oxford Road.) They did not 
have any details on when these works would be done.  
Cllr MacKeith impressed on them that the slip road works had the potential to cause severe 
disruption to the local area, and urged them not to schedule without consulting other players. 
They confirmed they would consult before scheduling, and inform the BNHPC Clerk when the 
dates for these are secured. They also confirmed that they have been invited by MP Layla 
Moran to attend the meeting with NH on the 12th December.  

 
7. Where are the opportunities to improve communication? With each other? With the locals?  

Thames Water – Their comms team are working on content for a letter drop in immediate 
area, with QR codes that link to further information on their website. They need to consult 
with Network Rail and OCC before the communications can be put out. They have a briefing 
pack that has been sent out and JW will forward this pack on.  Note: It is clear from Kier’s 
comments below that communication needs to be spread more widely than the immediate 
area. 

Kier – Are trying to gather as much information as they can into one place. They intend to place 
display boards that overlook the Botley bridge area with static info. They have also created a 



 
facebook page. DP acknowledged that they received criticism for focusing on the immediate 
area but are trying to push information out to cover a much wider base now. It was 
emphasized that few people would find time to dig into agency websites for information, and 
a central comms person collating and disseminating information was needed. OCC seemed 
like the people to do this. 

Network Rail shared the link to their newsletter: 
https://lineside.networkrail.co.uk/oxfordshireconnect 

 
 

Microsoft teams shut down the meeting at this point.  
Only 8 of the 15 attendees reconnected for the continuation. 

 
8. Incremental improvements at minimal cost to make the combined effect of these 

projects less inconvenient.  
National Highways confirmed that they have allocated windows of time where motorists can 
pass through the Old Wytham Road compound. It is open 7-10am weekdays and 7am to 3pm 
at weekends in December. They can also issue “escort service” passes to people who turn up 
at the gate to pass through the compound outside of these times. They are happy to supply 
passes to people who approach them. NH will send some passes to the Clerk in case there are 
local people who specifically need them. They also offered to facilitate a guided walk to show 
BNHPC the works in the new year.  

 
9. Christmas week - Likely effects on various works 

National Highways confirmed that works to the A34 interchange would continue over the 
Christmas period, except for bank holidays. There would be no overnight road closures in 
December. 
Oxford Bus company confirmed they would be running a normal service – apart from 
Christmas Day, when there would be no buses, and Boxing Day when the service would be 
reduced.  

 
10. Next steps 

It was clear that there needs to be some central place from which information is 
disseminated, and that suggests the county council. We need to get both local county 
councillors - Susanna Pressell for West Oxford and Judy Roberts for our end - to meet council 
employee, Keith Stenning, and insist that the council use its powers to facilitate 
communication. It was shocking that they hadn't told the buses about the Thames Water 
works.  
As for Thames Water, so far they have been working in isolation, but this meeting has shown 
them that work on the bridge has many ramifications for the public, and that Kier has had 
experience that can help them.  
Could the EA be persuaded to be more flexible? If closing the Thames for a while over the 
summer meant that people were spared months of disruption, it is worth trying again to 
persuade them.  
BNHPC will copy MP Layla Moran into this correspondence.  


