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MINUTES	
Recrea&on	and	Ameni&es	Commi%ee		

12th	October	2023		
	
	

Key	
Agreed	=	green	

Mo#on	not	passed	=	grey	
Ac#on	=	yellow	

	
Those	Present:	Cllr	Spooner,	Berre,,	Dowie,	Kay,	Barnes,	MacKeith	and	Johnson	
Other:	Clerk	(EG)	and	3	members	of	the	public.	
	
1. Apologies	for	Absence:		
Cllr	Keily	
	
2. Declara'ons	of	Interest:		
Cllr	Dowie	declared	a	Non	Registerable	Interest(NRI)	as	an	allotment	holder.		
Cllr	Barnes	and	Cllr	Spooner	declared	NRIs	for	football	club	affilia)on	and	Cllr		Barnes	for	her	Youth	Club	
connec%ons.		
	
3. Ques%ons	from	members	of	the	public	
None	
	
4. Minutes	from	Planning	Commi%ee	Mee)ngs		 	

i. 1st	June	2023	-	For	approval	by	the	Commi1ee.	
Agreed	unanimously	

ii. 13th	July	2023	-	For	approval	by	the	Commi1ee.	
Agreed	unanimously	

	
5. Louie	Memorial	Fields	and	Pavilion	-	Management	

A) 	Grounds	person	update		
- Update	on	regular	schedule	and	communica(ons	rou(ne	with	Clerk.	

The	Clerk	outlined	regularity	and	methods	for	checking	in	with	the	Groundsperson.	She	updated	the	Council	
on	his	regular	working	pa0ern.		

- Training	for	play	equipment	inspec4ons	requested.		
The	Groundperson	has	requested	some	training	in	play	equipment	inspec/ons.		
Proposal	by	Cllr	Berre$:		“To	ac#on	Clerk	to	ask	Graham	Sillman	what	training	he	has	had	and	if	he	could	
deliver	a	basic	induc&on	to	the	Groundsperson	as	a	stop	gap	while	also	arranging	for	an	official	course	
a"erwards.”	Seconded	by	Cllr	MacKeith.	
Vote:	Agreed	unanimously	
	
	
	
	



	
	

- Grass	cu(ng	reviewed	and	suggested	plan	for	next	year.	(Paper1)	
Clerk	reviewed	grass	cu(ng	paper	
Proposal	by	Cllr	Kay:	“To	authorise	the	extra	grass	cu/ng	expenditure	requested.”	Seconded	by	Cllr	Johnson.			
Vote:	Agreed	unanimously	

	
B) 		Pavilion	Trust	–	Update	

Caroline	Po+er	will	represent	the	Pavilion	Trust	and	deliver	an	update	to	the	Commi.ee.	
Presented	by	Caroline	Po#er	who	is	now	the	chair	of	the	Pavilion	Trust.	She	outlined	their	recent	ac(vi(es	
and	their	prepara%on	of	moving	to	a	new	formal	structure.	They	see	the	Memorandum	of	Understanding	as	
helpful	to	define	areas	of	responsibility	and	she	highlighted	examples	where	this	may	have	been	helpful	in	
the	past.	She	reports	that	the	trustees	are	feeling	posi"ve	about	the	rela"onship	and	looking	forward	to	
working	together	produc0vely.		
	

C) 	Skatepark	-	Update	
Cllr	MacKeith	will	deliver	an	update	to	the	Commi5ee.	
Cllr	MacKeith	gave	a	brief	introduc-on	and	handed	over	to	Cllr	Johnson	who	outlined	their	fundraising	
strategy.	They	have	a	team	of	4	experienced	fundraisers	and	3-4	good	leads.	They	are	exploring	the	possible	
need	to	become	a	CIO.	Their	first	mee'ng	will	be	held	on	16th	October	in	the	Seacourt	Bridge.	It	was	
men$oned	that	there	is	a	public	works	loan	in	the	council	budget,	which	they	could	consider	using.		
The	commi)ee	clarified	that	the	Skatepark	Fundraising	Working	Group	does	not	need	to	come	back	to	Full	
Council	for	every	decision,	but	they	do	need	to	keep	the	Clerk	and	RFO	informed	so	they	can	be	advised	on	
what	is	legal.	The	RFO	should	be	the	one	to	set	up	any	financial	accounts	for	example	and	the	clerk	to	issue	
any	funding	bids.		
	

D) ROSPA	Report	from	July	2023	
Clerk	will	present	a	Report	Summary	and	report	on	progress	of	the	recommended	remedial	works	outlined	in	
the	report.	Refer	to	(Paper	1_	ROSPA	Report	Summary	Jul23)	
Report	presented	by	Clerk.	
	

E) Fen	Management	-	Tree	Work	
Progress	report	and	next	steps	to	be	discussed.		
Report	presented	by	Clerk.	Commi-ee	suggest	that	the	trees	should	be	pollarded	in	rota(on.	
Ac#on	Clerk:	To	consult	Adam	Bows	about	how	to	decide	which	tree	to	pollard	in	rota(on	and	also	to	chase	
him	for	the	quote	on	the	fen	tree	work.			
	

F) Covid	Memorial	-	Picnic	bench	
Picnic	bench	needs	to	be	secured	as	per	benches	in	Upper	Filed.	Consider	approving	G.Sillmans	quote	
(Q1045)	for	works.		
Proposal	by	Cllr	Barnes:	“To	accept	quote.”	Seconded	by	Cllr	Kay	proposal		
Named	Vote:	For	(4)	Against	(0)	Absten2ons	(2)	Cllr	Dowie	and	Spooner	–	Vote	carried 
	

G) Gate	locking	trial	for	parking	lot	
Councillors	to	review	how	the	decision	to	leave	the	gates	open	overnight	has	gone,	with	a	view	to	either	
con$nuing	or	discon$nuing	the	current	arrangement.	
	
	
	
	



	
Councillors	discuss	what	issues	have	arisen	since	leaving	the	gates	open.	None	are	aware	of	any	nega+ve	
reports.		
Proposal	by	Cllr	Kay	“To	con&nue	with	them	open,	but	to	keep	it	on	the	agenda	for	the	next	mee&ng.”	
Seconded	by	Cllr	Berre..		
Vote:	Agreed	unanimously	
	

H) Muddy	Path	at	Eastern	corner	path	and	North	Eastern	gate	access	points	
Councillors	to	review	(Paper2	and	Q1034)	to	decide	whether	to	commission	G.Sillman	to	gravel	paths	in	
order	to	avoid	the	muddy	puddles	that	will	appear	over	winter.		
Councillors	review	document	and	ask	clarifying	ques4ons.	
Proposal	by	Cllr	MacKeith:	“To	accept	the	quote	for	both	pieces	of	work.”	Seconded	by	Cllr	Kay		
Vote:	Agreed	unanimously	
	

I) Poten&al	trip	hazard	and	bench	corrosion	–	advanced	warning.		
Drawing	Commi%ees	a"en%on	to	a	poten&al	hazard	in	the	near	future.	Commi4ee	to	discuss	a	course	of	
ac#on.	Refer	to	(Paper	3)	for	further	informa.on.		
Councillors	review	document	and	have	a	discussion.		
Proposal	by	Cllr	Berre.:	“To	obtain	a	quote	for	the	works	required.”	Seconded	by	Cllr	Kay	
Vote:	For	(5)	Against	(0)	Absten2ons	(1)	Vote	carried	
	
6. Nature	Reserve	Management	
	
Proposal	by	Cllr	Berre.:	“To	bring	forward	item	D	first.”	Cllr	Spooner	seconded.		
Vote:	Agreed	unanimously	
	
Read	Item	D	before	item	A	
	

A) Review	of	works	undertaken	and	areas	not	currently	covered		
Clerk	to	give	an	update	of	the	how	contracts	are	being	fulfilled	and	highligh8ng	forgo9en	areas.	Commi9ee	
to	discuss	ways	to	address	maintenance	of	forgo2en	areas.	
Clerk	talks	through	a	map	of	the	areas	of	the	North	Hinksey	Nature	Reserve	and	how	each	is	currently	
managed	–	highligh%ng	the	forgo-en	areas.		
It	became	apparent	that	there	is	a	management	plan	the	Clerk	has	not	yet	seen.		
Ac#on	Cllr	Dowie:	To	find	and	send	all	relevant	management	plan	documenta3on	to	Clerk.	
Proposal	by	Cllr	Kay:		“For	management	plan	to	be	circulated	to	councillors	and	for	anyone	who	wants	to		
propose	something	to	bring	it	to	the	November	Full	Council	Mee/ng.”	Seconded	by	Cllr	Spooner.	
Vote:	Agreed	unanimously	
	
	

B) OCV	offer	to	trim	hedge	between	Orchard	and	Meadow	
Consider	commissioning	OCV	as	per	quote	(OCV-Trim	quote)	for	hedge	cu1ng	work.		
There	was	some	discussion	around	the	methodology	of	the	willow	cu5ng	and	an	objec8on	to	the	burning	of	
the	cu'ngs	a,erwards.		
Proposal	from	Cllr	Kay	“To	agree	to	do	the	cu.ng,	but	agree	our	management	plan	before	December	and	
with	discuss	methodology	with	OCV	in	line	with	the	management	plan”	Seconded	by	Cllr	Spooner		
Vote:	Agreed	unanimously	
	
	

C) Memorial	Garden	Maintenance	
Commi%ee	to	consider	the	following	two	proposals:	
Proposal	by	Cllr	MacKeith:	To	form	a	“Friends	of	the	North	Hinksey	Memorial	Garden”	group,	drawn	from	
neighbours	and	general	residents,	who	can	take	on	the	extra	care	that	is	needed	to	maintain	the	Memorial	
Garden	flower	beds.”	
	



	
Councillor	MacKeith	outlined	the	reasons	behind	the	proposal.	She	highlighted	that	plants	need	to	be	in	the	
ground	by	November.	There	was	a	discussion	by	councillors	on	the	issue.	Sugges&ons	were	to	include	
resident	from	the	Minns	flats	as	well.		
	
Amendment	proposed	by	Cllr	MacKeith:	“To	change	the	proposal	to:		“To	form	a	‘Friends	of	the	North	
Hinksey	Nature	Reserve’	group,	drawn	from	neighbours	and	general	residents,	who	can	take	on	the	extra	
care	that	is	needed	to	maintain	it”	Seconded	by	Cllr	Kay	
Vote:	For	(5)	against	(1)	Vote	carried	
	
Amended	proposal	proposed	by	Cllr	MacKeith	and	seconded	by	Cllr	Berre/	
Named	vote:	For	(4)	Against	(1	–	Cllr	Dowie)	Absten0ons	(1	–	Cllr	Spooner)	Vote	carried	
	
	

D) Member	of	the	public	request	to	install	a	plaque	on	bench	in	orchard.	
Commi%ee	to	consider	the	offer	from	a	member	of	the	public,	to	install	a	memorial	plaque	to	Jus'n	Hicks	
who	was	a	local	homeless	man	who	recently	passed	away.	The	plaque	would	installed	at	no	cost	to	the	
council.		
Riki	Therivel	a	member	of	the	public	presented	to	the	councillors.	Her	proposal	was	discussed	in	some	detail.	
There	was	some	conten.on	around	how	the	homeless	had	been	using	the	Nature	Reserve,	but	generally	
councillors	were	suppor-ve	of	the	gesture.		It	was	highlighted	that	the	council	would	like	to	be)er	manage	
their	memorial	sites	across	the	parish.			
Proposal	by	Cllr	Spooner:	“To	grant	permission	for	the	plaque	to	be	installed”	Seconded	Cllr	Berre;.	
Vote:	Agreed	unanimously	
	
7. Other	Green	Spaces	Management	

	
A) Request	for	public	li0er	bins	at	North	Hinksey	Village	Green	

Two	members	of	the	public	have	emailed	to	request	the	Council	provide	a	li8erbin	on	the	green	to	go	next	
to	the	newly	refurbished	bench.	
Councillors	discussed	bin	collec.on	arrangements	already	in	place.	
Proposal	by	Cllr	Kay:	“Ac#on	Clerk	to	pursue	quotes	for	installa/on	and	collec/on	of	a	bin	at	the	North	
Hinksey	Village	Green.”		Seconded	by	Cllr	Barnes	
Vote:	Agreed	unanimously	
	

B) Overgrowth	around	benches	
Councillors	to	discuss	a	plan	of	ac0on	for	maintaining	the	overgrowth	around	parish	council	benches.	
One	is	on	the	corner	of	Cedar	&	Chestnut	Rd,	one	on	Westminster	Way	and	Montagu	by	the	subway	
entrance	and	one	on	North	Hinksey	Lane	at	the	bo3om	of	Yarnells	Road.	(See	Paper4_Bench	Overgrowth)	
Councillors	agreed	that	the	vegeta(on	around	the	bins	was	not	in	the	parish’s	domain.		
Ac#on	Clerk	to	upload	to	Fix	My	Street.	A	benches	schedule	of	maintenance	was	also	suggested	as	necessary	
in	the	future.		
	

C) Green	Spaces	Management	Plan	
Clerk	to	share	her	inten.ons	to	produce	a	Green	Spaces	Management	Plan.		
Clerk	busy	trying	to	pull	all	documents	into	one	place	for	a	single	point	of	reference	management	plan.	She	
asks	councillors	to	share	any	informa2on	they	may	have	to	help	with	this.		

	
8. F&GP	Finance	

	
A) R&A	Year	to	date	expenditure		

Councillors	reviewed	the	document.		
Cllr	Kay	highlighted	the	following	points	

- There	are	some	code	assignment	issues	/pping	budget	lines	over,	but	are	being	dealt	with	in	
prepara%on	for	the	F&GP.		

- Playing	fields/	Open	spaces	has	some	staff	salary	assigned	that	will	be	moved.		
- Conserva)on	works	for	£369	–	not	sure	what	this	refers	to	yet.		



- Grass	cu(ng	is	ge(ng	-ght.	
- Fencing	and	signs	are	a	bit	over	budget	–	worth	looking	at	for	next	years	budget.	
- Maintenance	and	security	is	way	over	due	to	the	bench	refurbishment	works.	Looking	at	

whether	these	are	assigned	correctly.		
- ROSPA	inspec-ons	for	the	Nature	Reserve	do	not	come	out	of	Earmarked	Reserves	as	it	is	an	

inspec'on	rather	than	maintenance.	While	some	other	expense	might	move	across	to	the	
Earmarked	Reserves.		

- Highways	budget	also	needs	some	items	moved	around.		
Cllr	MacKeith	asks	ques%ons	about	the	Skatepark	budget	–	Cllr	Kay	clarified	that	this	has	been	put	to	one	
side	as	match	toward	other	fundraising	efforts.	Next	years	Skatepark	budget	will	need	to	be	discussed	at	Full	
Council.	
Cllr	MacKeith	asks	ques1ons	about	the	Pavilion	Trust	budget		

- How	are	the	costs	split	for	electrical	works?	Cllr	Kay	explained	that	EICR	is	budget	for	by	the	
Parish,	while	PAT	Tes.ng	is	the	responsibility	of	the	Trust.		

- How	is	building	maintenance	split?	Cllr	Kay	referred	Cllr	MacKeith	to	the	lease	agreement	for	
further	clarity.	He	outlined	that	the	Trust	are	responsible	for	the	maintenance	of	the	building	
but	can	apply	to	the	Parish	for	grants	should	the	need	arise.		

- Clarifica(on	on	Skatepark	Earmarked	Reserves	budget	le-	over	–	confirmed	as	£2529	
	

B) R&A	Budget	–	ini#al	steps	
An	opportunity	to	discuss	any	first	ideas	on	any	non-standard	items	(I.e.	ones	that	aren't	already	in	the	
current	budget)	that	might	need	to	be	added	next	year	for	subsequent	discussion	in	the	next	F&GP. 

- New	li'er	bin	to	be	added	
- Maintenance	schedule	could	incur	extra	expenses	every	month		
- Tree	survey	already	is	included	for	next	year		

	
The	%ming	for	the	budget	was	discussed	

- The	budget	needs	to	be	agreed	at	the	December	Full	council	mee0ng.		
- There	is	opportunity	for	input	at	the	next	F&GP	mee&ng	on	the	9th	November	

Ac#on	Clerk	–To	produce	a	schedule	of	works	ready	for	the	Full	council	mee2ng	in	November.		
	
	

9. Date	of	Next	Scheduled	Mee1ng:	11th	January	2024	
	
Mee#ng	finished	21:54	


