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NORTH HINKSEY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE HELD ON THURSDAY 
17th JANUARY 2019, AT 7.00PM, IN THE SEACOURT HALL, BOTLEY. 
 
Present:                Councillor Ms. A. MacKeith (Chairman) and Councillor J. Bolder and C Sugden   
Others Present:    C A Ryde (Parish Clerk) and four members of the public 
 
1.     APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

             Apologies were received from Councillors Kunzemann, A. Hardiman and R. Mayne. 
 

2.     DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
           There were no declarations of interest.   
 
3. ALLOTMENT ISSUES 

  a) Rule updates 
Councillors AGREED to change the billing period such that it reverted to what is known as the 
growing season of April to March. The next billing period would therefore cover the period 1st 
January 2019 to 31st March 2020 as a one-off. 
Councillors AGREED to the rule changes agreed in September 2018; to take effect from 1st April 
2020  

b) Public meeting 
     Date:  Councillors AGREED to hold the Annual Meeting on either the 9th or 16th of February 

and once confirmed published in the Newsletter. The proposed venue was either the NH lane WI or 
Seacourt Hall.  

     Action: Clerk to see if Seacourt Hall was available on these dates. 
     Speaker: Councillor Mackeith had approached the nutritionist Carol Kramer to give a talk about 

the food that could be grown on allotments, and following a request from a member of the public, it 
was further agreed that she would be asked to explain how to get the ground into good heart 

c) Vacant Plots  
          The Chairman, Councillor Ms. A. MacKeith reported on the latest position regarding vacant plots. 

   There are now 12 plots vacant. In the case of one plot which was left in an excellent state when 
vacated, neighbouring tenants have put down straw as a weed suppressant.  

       Action: Clerk to post contact details on NHPC notice boards reference applying for vacant 
allotments. 

  d)   Inspections 
  It was AGREED that the next inspection would take place on the last weekend in April to be 

followed by similar dates in July and September. 

      e)   Works 
   Plot Numbering: Chair reported that a contractor was to review and repair the plot numbers. 

 Hedge Management: Under the agreed cutting regime, the hedge at the Orchard end of the Nature 
Reserve had been hand cut in late July. The whole hedge would now be flailed on 5th February.  

 Cultivation Areas: It may be possible that the revised minimum target of 70% was the reason so 
many plots were now vacant. Councillors AGREED to raise this issue at the public meeting.  

 

4.  NORTH HINKSEY NATURE RESERVE AND COMMUNITY ORCHARD  

 a).   ROSPA Safety Report 2018 
 It was noted that the work to replace the wooden safety guard around the pond and the topping to 

wooden bridge has now been done. 
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     b).   Ditch along eastern border 
 The banks had now been cleared, and it was agreed to take advice from the Environment Agency 

before asking Graham Sillman to dig out the silt. 
 Action: Chair agreed to approach the Environment Agency 

         c).   Long Grass in the Orchard and Meadow 
 Ideally this should be scythed and removed to promote wild flowers. The Chair reported that Oxford 

Conservation Volunteers had expressed their willingness to scythe the grass in future.    

        d).   Update on work carried out by conservation volunteers in Nature Reserve 
 Councillor Mackeith updated the Committee on the recent work carried out by Oxford Conservation 

Volunteers and drew attention to the logs and ash now available to take away from the Nature 
Reserve.  

        e)    Minns Estate  
Councillors noted that the planning application had now been submitted for flats at the back of Minns 
Estate, to include a footbridge and a path along the southern edge of the nature reserve to provide 
alternative escape route in time of flood as agreed by the Parish Council. 

     f) Vandalism to Memorial Garden  
The Committee noted the recent vandalism to the Memorial Garden and AGREED to review what 
action could be taken to address the situation. 
Action: Chair to approach Kevin Minns for help. 

 
5.     ANY OTHER INFORMATION 

Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme 
Chris Sugden introduced some alternative proposals to the current Environment Agency Scheme and asked 
if the latter affected the NHPC allotments. The Clerk responded that his understanding was that it would 
not, as the bulk of the work would take place on the opposite bank of the Seacourt Stream        
 
  6.     DATE OF NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING 
11th April 2019 
 

The meeting closed at 7.45pm  
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